Wed neSday Nov 25, 2020 miESIRAITS TIMES

Couple plan to leave part
of their wealth to charity

Son’s degenerative eye disease takes them
on path of philanthropy and legacy giving

TheresaTan
Senior Social Affairs
Correspondent

It was their son’s degenerative eye
disease that set ophthalmologist
Audrey Looiand her neurosurgeon
husband Ang Beng Ti on the path
of philanthropy.

The couple were devastated
around a decade ago to find out
that James, now 19, suffers from
Stargardt’s disease, which causes
progressive vision loss, when he
was in primary school.

To make matters worse, there
was a serious lack of programmes
then to support children with low
vision in their educational and
other needs, Dr Ang, 51, said.

In 2011, the couple set up the
charity iC2 PrepHouse, which
teaches children with low vision
the skills to cope with daily life and
supports them to remain in main-
stream schools.

They now plan to leave
$200,000 or more in their will to

set up an endowment fund to sup-
port the iC2 PrepHouse’s work and
to fund scholarships for needy un-
dergraduates of the Singapore
Management University (SMU).

James is now a business under-
graduate at SMU. The Angs have
two other children, aged 13and 21.

Dr Looi, 50, said: “So instead of giv-
ingit (ourwealth) all to our children,
we have started thinking about
putting aside a part of it for charity. 1
think we have to be a little less self-
focused and give back to society.

“We told our children they can
contribute to the fund (in future).
And T would like to think that our
kids can manage without this sum
we are giving to charity. Long after
we are gone, we have this charity
that continues to provide help for
children with low vision. iC2 Prep-
House is our family legacy.”

The couple are among the donors
fronting the “A Greater Gift” cam-
paignin a three-month drive to pro-
mote legacy giving that was
launched on Tuesday morning.
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about putting aside a part of it for charity.
Ithink we have to be alittle less
self-focused and give back to society. We

told our children they can contribute to
the fund (in future).
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DR AUDREY LOOI She and her husband plan to leave
$200,000 or morein their will to support iC2 PrepHouse's
work and to fund scholarships for needy SMU undergrads.

poreans’ interest in legacy giving
lags behind that in Western soci-
eties, noting that it is taboo in
Asian cultures to talk about death
and even writing wills. But it is
changing though.

“People think legacy giving is
only for the very rich. But we want
to tell people, nothing is too small.

“Another thing people think is
that if they give a legacy gift, their
children will not have anything. We
want tosay it’s notan either-or (situ-
ation) and they can consider leav-

ing a part of it (their wealth) to
charity,” added Ms Loh.

While there are the uber
rich who are leaving millions
to charity after their death,
some charities have also re-
ceived as little as $10,000
from a person’s estate, she
said.
CFS will provide re-
sources to help charities en-
gage their donors on legacy
giving, as part of its efforts
to boost this form of philan-
thropy here.
Besides the Angs, the
other donors who are part of
the campaign include Member
of Parliament and lawyer Nadia
Ahmad Samdin, 30, and venture
capitalist Hian Goh, 46.

In their campaign video, Ms Na-
dia said she went to school with
the help of financial assistance and
now wants to help at-risk youth,
while Mr Goh wants to create op-
portunities for innovators to reach
their full potential.

Mr Goh is a co-founder of the
Asian Food Channel, a pay-televi-
sion channel now known as the
Asian Food Network.
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